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Taste and See
A message from Jill’s House President and CEO Cameron Doolittle

During 2011, those touched by Jill’s House could taste and see God’s goodness over and over as He used our
efforts to bring renewal to weary families and joy to special children.

Families and children we serve

The numbers alone during our first full year of operations are impressive!
In 2011 we:
• Served more than 200 families of children with special needs,
• Hosted children for 55,000 hours of respite during 1,763 overnight stays
and 1,008 individual days at Jill’s House Day Camp, and
• Received a score of 9.97 out of 10 from parents when asked how likely they
were to recommend Jill’s House to a friend.

The programs we provide

This year, Jill’s House has expanded to three programs:
1. The Weekend Respite Program kicked off with just 10 children per weekend in
Juwaan and Cameron exchange high
one living area. By year’s end, we were serving at least 30 children per weekend fives at Jill’s House.
in all three living areas.
2. The Day Camp Respite Program served 20 children in early 2011. It grew to 40 children by the end of the year.
3. The Weeknight Respite Program launched in March 2011 and served 22 children per week by the end of
the year.

Our partners, staff and volunteers

Despite dramatic growth in its facilities and services, Jill’s House brought in more resources than it spent in 2011.
By God’s grace and with your help, Jill’s House revenue grew by more than 20% during 2011. Our staff expanded
from 25 to 65 outstanding professionals, including our first class of Jill’s House Fellows—six recent college
graduates who spent a year living together while serving at Jill’s House. Hundreds of volunteers provided more
than 16,000 hours of service to Jill’s House, including those working directly with children, helping with events,
managing the kitchen and providing administrative support.

Lives have been transformed

But our real joy comes not from these amazing numbers, but from the dramatic impact the gift of respite has on
families who are without hope and without a chance to catch their breath. Every day we hear stories from families
whose lives have changed because Jill’s House exists. As you look at this report, I hope you’ll read the family
testimonies closely. Because of Jill’s House, these families have “tasted and seen” God’s goodness in fresh ways
this year.
Thank you for giving, praying and serving. Hundreds of families have better lives and hundreds of children feel
deeply valued because of your sacrifices.
With gratitude,

Cameron Doolittle
Jill’s House President and CEO
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Oh, taste and see that the LORD is
good! Blessed is the man who takes
refuge in him!
Psalm 34:8, ESV

The Year in Review
Weeknight school partnership program begins:
March 16, 2011

“Wilderness Lake” living area opens:
April 8, 2011

First class of Jill’s House Fellows arrives:
June 1, 2011
Summer Day Camp begins:
June 22, 2011

The 11th Annual Links for Little Ones Golf
Tournament brings in more than $80,000:
October 9, 2011

“Wilderness Exploration” living area opens:
December 2, 2011

Children enjoy first field trip
to Purcellville, VA:
June 11, 2011

Jill’s House One-Year Anniversary:
October 15, 2011

The Christmas Brunch to Benefit Jill’s
House raises more than $65,000:
December 13, 2011

Jill’s House marked significant milestones in 2011, thanks to a generous outpouring of donations, volunteer hours,
and staff innovation and work. During the year, Jill’s House opened the remaining living areas, built weeknight
school partnerships with six area schools, and expanded the Day Camp program, which became so popular that
the 2011 Christmas Camp filled up just four minutes after registration opened. The Lord has truly blessed us
with an incredible year of growth, new opportunities and safe expansion.
“Jill’s House is the first place that my son actually looks forward to visiting. He actually packed his own bag this
past weekend. I am so thankful for all that you guys do and recommend you to any and all. I can’t say THANK
YOU enough!”
– James’ mom
Jill’s House 2011 Annual Report - 5

The Children We Celebrate
Jill’s House serves children and adolescents ages 6 to 17 who have been diagnosed with an intellectual disability. Their
special needs range from genetic and chromosomal abnormalities and autism spectrum disorders to health issues such as
cerebral palsy or seizure disorders that have resulted in an intellectual disability.
Many of the children we serve are non-verbal and can only communicate their wants and needs through gestures and signs.
Those who are able to communicate verbally are still limited in their abilities to function socially at an age-appropriate level.
A significant number have never experienced a playdate, much less a sleepover with a friend. A Jill’s House visit is an important
developmental milestone for these children—often their first experience with the independence of a night away from home.
Jill’s House was designed with all of the special needs of these children in mind. Hallways and doors are wide and easy to
navigate in a wheelchair. Living areas are set up with an open floor plan, allowing the children to move and explore with a
sense of independence while also letting staff monitor them unobtrusively. Walls are bright and stimulating in the common
areas, but calm and plain in the bedrooms where the children are encouraged to settle in to sleep. A sensory stimulation
room in each living area provides lights, textures and sounds to provide the sensory stimulation many of our children crave.
The gym is equipped with a variety of toys and equipment for every level of physical mobility and coordination. Computer
lab software facilitates communication and creativity.
Each child is placed in the care of a child care specialist who is familiar with the child’s needs and home/school routines. The
child-to-staff ratio never exceeds four children per one staff member.
Jill’s House accommodates these children from the moment they come through the front door until the moment they leave
to go home. In this place, the children are free to be who they are without struggling to fit into a world that presents constant
challenges to them. At Jill’s House, we celebrate the uniqueness of these very special children.
“My daughter has a very difficult time with new situations and new people. She doesn’t talk much and can resort
to aggression or self-injury when she can’t express herself. These things lead to her always wanting to stay home, and
someone in our family having to stay with her. But at Jill’s House, they really got to know her and went above and
beyond to make her comfortable. The staff worked with our family to understand and manage her behavior. I was
very nervous because she had never stayed away from home without family before. But the staff at Jill’s House
answered all of our questions. The best thing about Jill’s House is how excited my daughter gets when she sees it on
her schedule. She looks forward to it so much for the activities they offer—swimming!—and the friends she has there.
What a blessing for our entire family!”
– Kate’s mom
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The Families We Renew
Families of children with disabilities experience 57% more stress than the typical family does.1 Pressures take further
tolls. For instance, depression rates in mothers of these children are 136% higher and in fathers are 51% higher than in
other families.2

What causes stress for these families?

More needs to meet. The families of Jill’s House pour themselves into
attending to their children’s physical needs (20% of Jill’s House children
are non-ambulatory; 30% experience seizures), medical needs (78% require
medication) and behavioral needs.
Sleep depravity. Many of these children require less sleep than average.
For example, one child we serve needs just 30 minutes of sleep per night.
Some maintain sleep patterns that are consistently “off-cycle,” meaning that
the child is up all night while the parent is trying to sleep, leading parents to
lose sleep to care for them.
Medical care. Most of the families we serve are frequent visitors to hospitals,
doctors, pharmacists and therapists of all kinds. Expenses escalate.
Relationships. Additional strain comes at a price as marriages crumble and
typically developing siblings receive less parental attention.

The respite they receive through Jill’s House
weekends and day camps give Matt and Shannon
McNeil time to focus on their relationship with
each other.

Isolation. Stress-reducing hobbies such as reading, hiking, socializing with friends and church involvement fall by
the wayside, as attending to one child’s needs becomes paramount.
Jill’s House has provided what these families desperately need: respite. Here are some of the ways they have used
their time while their children visit Jill’s House:
• One family enjoyed a hike for the first time in a decade.
• Parents and siblings went to dinner and a movie—an activity the family had never experienced.
• One couple had its first “night out” in 10 years.
• One parent schedules her chemo treatments during her child’s visits to Jill’s House so when she’s weakest,
her son is well cared for.
• Some families simply catch up on sleep.
Jill’s House has become a lifeline for these precious families. In fact, we serve several children who would be sent
to live in state-run institutions if not for the periodic breaks Jill’s House provides for their families.
Studies bear out the value of renewal. Experts point to respite—especially trustworthy, consistent, enriching
respite—as a source of healing for hurting families.3
The bottom line is this: when families experience the gift of time, they know how to get themselves healthy again.
“We are tremendously grateful for this past weekend’s respite. I can’t express the relief it brought our
family. We’ve been under a lot of stress this fall with Peter, and just having the two days of break has given
us grace to welcome him afresh and care and serve him.”
– Peter’s mom
1 Gupta & Kaur, 2010, p. 123 | 2 Olsson & Hwang, 2001 | 3 Havens, 2005; Gallagher, Phillips, Oliver & Carroll, 2008; Mandell, Xie, Morales, Lawer, McCarthy, Marcus, 2012)
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The Weekend Program
The Jill’s House Weekend Respite Program offers families a solid block of
renewal time to get away, spend time with their other children, rest or enjoy
activities they normally miss. Most Jill’s House children visit once a month
for a two-night stay, connecting them to a consistent group of caregivers and
providing their families with a rhythm of respite.
An army of Jill’s House staff and volunteers ensures each child has a safe and
fun place to call his or her own, no matter how complex the disability may be.
Professionally trained child care specialists and nurses care for and attend to
children’s medical needs, providing peace of mind for their parents. In many
cases, Jill’s House is the first place these children have been able to stay
overnight without their parents.
Upon arrival on Friday evening, children are welcomed to the friendly
atmosphere at Jill’s House and are escorted to their living area to settle in to
Children like Tsion enjoy participating in
play before beginning their activity rotation. In the meantime, parents review
activities made just for them at Jill’s House.
their child’s care plan with caregivers and enjoy a parents’ reception where
they can meet and form friendships with other parents of children with special needs.
During the weekend, children enjoy playing together on Wilderness Woods playground, climbing through Frontier
Caves gross motor sensory room and listening to stories in Peaceful Meadows library. On Sunday mornings, the
children gather in the Jill’s House chapel for a service created specifically for them. During chapel, the children enjoy
a short Bible lesson, pray for each other and sing songs together.

Beaming Inside and Out
“I feel like our son gets 48 hours of social skills therapy on the weekends he is there. There is no other way he
could get such wonderful, intense, supported social practice. That alone should encourage every parent to participate.
Our son is really looking forward to his next visit. His friend will be there, and so he’s very excited. I can definitely
see an improvement in how he interacts with other kids, so I’m just beaming inside and out.”
- Josh’s mom

In 2011, Jill’s House
provided 50 weekends of
respite to 200 families.
8 - Celebrating special children. Renewing their families.

The Day Camp Program
The Jill’s House Day Camp Program provides families with safe, fun care for their children during spring, summer
and Christmas breaks, as well as most federal holidays when schools are closed.
Often, parents of children with special needs who work have few or no options when it comes to alternative care
for their children. Most of these options are expensive or not ideal for their children’s specific needs. Day Camp
allows parents to continue to work while their children are out of school, providing caregivers the economic
stability they need to provide for their families. For many of these children, Jill’s House camps are their first camp
experience.
From 8:30 to 4:00, children enjoy their Jill’s House activities which are centered around fun, weekly themes such as
Luau, Western, Circus and Under the Sea. Children also enjoy special visitors like therapy horses and dogs, guest
storytellers, musicians and the Jill’s House mascot, Pal.
In 2011, Jill’s House offered single-day camps, week-long camps during Christmas and spring breaks, and six weeks
of summer day camp in June and August. Resources permitting, in 2012, Jill’s House expects to offer day camps
totaling 3,000 individual days for 200 children.

Fulfilling a Parent’s Dream
“I thought summer camp was a dream we had to give up a long time ago with a lot of other things. Jill’s House
provides us with the opportunity to still send Waverly to summer camp. I never thought I’d have that opportunity.
So for us it’s been a great joy, in the midst of a lot of sadness with the disease, that she’s able to have that camp
experience. And she loves it—she has such a wonderful time here with music and crafts; it’s been a wonderful
experience.”
–Waverly’s mom
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“TGIW: Thank Goodness It’s Wednesday!”
Jill’s House Builds Weekday Partnerships with Local Schools
It’s Wednesday afternoon. A school vehicle pulls into the Jill’s House driveway. Children bound out the bus doors,
lugging suitcases, as loving staff members scramble behind them. Other children are in wheelchairs grinning ear
to ear as they are carefully lowered to the ground. The entire group descends upon Jill’s House for an evening of
fun and laughter.
In March 2011, Jill’s House piloted a public-private partnership with
Kilmer Center (Vienna, VA) by transporting children to Jill’s House on
Wednesday evenings, caring for them overnight, and returning them to
school the next day. Since that first overnight stay with five children
from one location, the Jill’s House Weeknight program grew. By the end
of the school year, we consistently served more than 20 children from
six schools per week: The Aurora School (Leesburg, VA), The Ivymount
School (Rockville, MD), South Lakes High School (Reston, VA), St. Coletta
(Washington, D.C.) and Key Center (Annandale, VA).
During their Jill’s House night, the children enjoy rotating through different
activity rooms, eating dinner together, and having visits from guest
musicians or therapy dogs. While their children are at Jill’s House, their
parents are able to rest, catch up on work or spend time with their other
children. The weeknight program also gives the children a unique opportunity to socialize with their classmates outside of the school setting.
“Our new family slogan is ‘TGIW!’” says one mother. “We often say,
‘Thank goodness it’s Wednesday!’ on the day my daughter stays at
Jill’s House.”

Weeknight Jill’s House visits give Devin the chance
to play with friends and participate in activities
that build his confidence.

A Rare Gift for Our Kids
“The visit exceeded our wildest expectations. No meltdowns. No aggression. And our son had a great time, which
we could see in the pictures the staff sent to us by email that very night. Incredibly, he asked to return to Jill’s House
the next Thursday, hoping it would become part of his routine. He has been back two more times on his own
with no problems. Thus, not only does Jill’s House provide a ‘night off’ for weary parents, but they also offer a
rare gift we can give our kids: the chance to spend the night with friends and have some fun.”
– Patrick’s dad
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Congratulations to the First Class of
Jill’s House Fellows
Six young women from around the country with backgrounds in social work, special education and nursing completed
a rigorous interview process and joined Jill’s House in June 2011 as the first class of Jill’s House Fellows.
Fellowships are one-year, paid positions for high-energy, passionate people
who love God and are committed to becoming the next generation of
world-class professionals ministering to children with special needs. Fellows
live together in apartments, which further develops the team’s sense of
community and purpose. In addition to caring for children with a wide
range of disabilities, fellows also:
• Participated in a weekly Bible study,
• Spent one month shadowing a selected Jill’s House staff member,
• Visited centers for children with intellectual disabilities in the
region and around the country to document best practices for Jill’s
House,
• Cultivated relationships with professionals in special education,
• Built relationships with special education centers through
volunteering,
• Participated in special social outings to discover the D.C. area, and
• Recruited the 2012-2013 class of fellows.
We are deeply grateful to have served with this amazing set of caring and
skilled fellows. Some will continue as staff members at Jill’s House. Others
will take their gifts to minister elsewhere. All have completed the program
as polished, prepared professionals who will serve the special needs
community with distinction.

Kristy shared enthusiasm as she provided excellent
care for children with special needs during her
year in the Fellows Program.

Congratulations to the 2011 Jill’s House Fellows!
• Annie Aiello, Ball State University, Social Work
• Jessica Autry, Liberty University, Special Education
• Jennifer Bander, University of Michigan, Nursing
• Kristy Brault, Erskine College, Special Education
• Amanda Smith, Virginia Tech University, Human Development
• Elizabeth Taglianetti, Pensacola Christian College, Nursing

“The Fellows Program has been invaluable to me as a professional as well as in my spiritual and personal life.
I’ve developed greater skills in working with children with special needs that will enable me to continue my career
in teaching and guiding children with a range of intellectual disabilities. The Fellows Program has created in
me an excitement and passion for continuing to care for families of children with special needs.”
–Kristy Brault, 2011 Jill’s House Fellow
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Jill’s House Volunteers Meet Needs,
Serve Children
Volunteers are the lifeblood of Jill’s House. We could not operate without them, and we deeply appreciate their
service! More than 650 Jill’s House volunteers logged over 16,000 volunteer hours during 2011, providing regular
support for all areas of Jill’s House. In addition, many local groups contacted Jill’s House in order to conduct service
projects together.
• Program volunteers assisted with small groups of children during activities such as art, music, crafts,
computers, reading, pool and playtime in the gym or playground. Others provided program support in the
kitchen, laundry facilities, conducted chapel lessons, took inventory or made beds.
• Development volunteers helped with the administration, promotion, events and fundraising for Jill’s House.
• Local groups volunteered for Jill’s House service projects, including groups from local corporations,
community organizations and Bible study groups.
Prospective volunteers complete an online application, attend a two-hour training session and undergo a
successful Child Protection Services background check. Once cleared, volunteers enter themselves into the
online schedule, finding assignments that fit their interests and availability. About 500 shifts are available each
month.
Meg Brown volunteers weekly as a group helper, assisting children with small group activities such as art,
music, computers and gym while providing support for the group. Meg has built wonderful relationships with
children, who come each Tuesday to Jill’s House from a local school. She made an extra effort to volunteer when
the children participated in their school’s special Jill’s House Day Camp so they would see a familiar face and friend.
The children are eager to greet Meg, and she says she is even more excited than they are to connect each week.
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2011 Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night
Campaign Helps to Fill Jill’s House
In February 2011, Jill’s House launched the Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night campaign to give more families access to
Jill’s House and its life-changing services. At the time, for every child who spent a night at Jill’s House, five families
were waiting. The need for monthly sponsors was—and continues to be—great. Even after a family pays its portion
of costs for an overnight stay, Jill’s House incurs $125 per child per night in expenses just to cover the direct care
costs alone—food, activities, nurses and specially trained child care providers. One hundred percent of contributions
received through the Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night program supports direct care costs. In 2011, hundreds of donors
provided resources for children to spend a night at Jill’s House and families a steady stream of breaks every month,
a proven method to reduce stress and increase the family’s ability to care for a child with special needs.

2011 Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night Matching Challenge

In early September, one gracious family donated $425,000 to Jill’s House to help cover the direct costs associated
with overnight stays. They issued a six-month-long challenge to encourage others to give. In just three short months,
we raised more than $150,000 through the Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night matching challenge alone.

In 2011

Donors sponsored more than 5,185 child stays through the Sponsor-a-Child-for-a-Night campaign.

In 2012

The need for monthly, recurring sponsors intensifies as Jill’s House expands into serving children six nights per
week through our weekend and weeknight school partnership programs.

In 2011, hundreds
of donors provided
resources for children
to spend a night at
Jill’s House, allowing
families to enjoy a
steady stream of breaks
every month.
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Corporate Partners and Foundations
Impact Jill’s House
Dozens of companies and foundations help bring the gift of Jill’s House to children with special needs and their
families. From sponsoring the Links for Little Ones Golf Tournament to raising money through their own events,
conducting employee giving campaigns or simply donating because they believe in the mission of Jill’s House,
these generous companies and foundations are making Jill’s House a reality for children and their extraordinary
families. Four key partnerships made a significant impact in 2011:

Acuity, Inc. and Philip L. Graham Fund Opened Two
Living Areas

Acuity, Inc., under the leadership of President and CEO Rui Garcia and his wife Karen, donated
$100,000 to fund Wilderness Mountain living area and the remaining $41,000 needed to fund
Wilderness Exploration. The Philip L. Graham Fund donated $75,000 to Jill’s House to help fund
Wilderness Exploration. These combined gifts officially allowed Jill’s House to furnish its two
final living areas and reach full capacity on weekends starting December 2, 2011.

Jill’s House Ranked Seventh on ExxonMobil Giving List

Of the hundreds of national and international charities on the ExxonMobil list, we are honored
that Jill’s House, a comparatively small charity, ranked seventh in giving and pledges during 2011.
As a result, Jill’s House received a grant of $44,000 on behalf of ExxonMobil Employees’ Favorite
Charities Campaign. We are grateful to ExxonMobil and its employees for their enthusiastic
support for Jill’s House!

Federal Employees Raised $125,000 for Jill’s House
in 2011

By selecting Jill’s House (CFC #22742) during the 2011 Combined Federal Campaign (CFC),
federal employees throughout the national capital area raised just under $125,000 for Jill’s
House. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Federal Aviation Administration, Department
of Transportation, Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and other federal
agencies invited Jill’s House representatives to attend and speak at their CFC events throughout
the metro area.
“We are proud to support an organization like Jill’s House, who works tirelessly with families that have children
with special needs,” says Acuity’s CEO Rui Garcia. “Through their overnight programs and activities, parents
know their children are cared for in a safe environment and are able to reconnect with other loved ones.”
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Jill’s House Reaches Hundreds
Through Special Events
2011 fundraising events helped Jill’s House grow financially and reach more
families during its first year of operations.

Caring Friends of Special Children Dance
May 14, 2011

The sounds of the D.C. area’s most exciting big band, Radio King Orchestra, provided the backdrop
for 110 guests at the Fourth Annual Big Band Dance. Generous sponsors and donors raised
$75,000 for Jill’s House, providing 600 overnight stays for children.

The Ride for Jill’s House
June 4, 2011

More than 150 motorcycle riders and volunteers joined forces for the 100-mile Third Annual Ride
for Jill’s House, raising $30,000 to support ongoing operations. The ride ended at Jill’s House, where
motorcyclists and passengers enjoyed lunch and took tours of Jill’s House.

Links for Little Ones Golf Tournament
October 10, 2011

Now a favorite tradition among local golf enthusiasts, Links for Little Ones features 18 holes on a
premier northern Virginia course, a banquet and prizes for all flights. The event raised $80,000 to
directly benefit Jill’s House operating costs, the most raised in the tournament’s history.

One-Year Anniversary Benefit Concert and Open House
October 14 & 16, 2011

Our first year birthday event celebrated God’s faithfulness through a benefit concert featuring
Dominion Brass and Jill’s House Open House where guests toured our fully operational facility.

Marine Corps Marathon and 10K
October 30, 2011

2011 marked the fourth consecutive year a team of runners participated in the Marine Corps
Marathon and 10K and raised more than $40,000 to benefit Jill’s House.

Christmas Brunch to Benefit Jill’s House
December 13, 2011

Current and former first ladies of Virginia (including First Lady Maureen McDonnell, former First
Lady Susan Allen and Karen Santorum, wife of former senator Rick Santorum), public officials, and
120 guests were on hand for this magnificent holiday event celebrating the impact of Jill’s House on
the families and children it serves. The Christmas Brunch raised more than $64,000 for Jill’s House.
Jill’s House extends its deepest thanks to sponsors, participants, donors and volunteers who made these events
possible, allowing us to serve more children with special needs and provide relief and renewal to the extraordinary
families who love them.
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National Media Discovers Jill’s House
In 2011, national media outlets rallied behind Jill’s House to share our mission and impact in news features,
op-eds and radio interviews.

National Media Highlights
• FoxNews.com:
“The Gift that 16.8 Million Families Need Most for the Holidays,”
op-ed by Cameron Doolittle, December 2011.
• United News and Information:
Interview with Jill’s House co-founder Brenda Solomon for this religion
broadcast news wire reaching hundreds of Christian radio stations
nationwide, November 2011.
• American Family Radio:
Jill’s House CEO Cameron Doolittle featured in a national news segment
highlighting National Disability Awareness Month on 215 radio stations in
33 states, October 2011.
• Focus on the Family:
Interview with CEO Cameron Doolittle on “Family Minute,” November 2011.
• Beliefnet.com:
Interview and article with CEO Cameron Doolittle and Jill’s House mother
Shannon McNeil, November 2011. The Beliefnet.com blog drew 339,596
unique visitors.
• The Christian Post:
Recognizing Jill’s House’s expertise in protecting a vulnerable group of
children, The Christian Post requested the op-ed, “Jill’s House CEO on How
to Guard Against Sexual Predators,” by Cameron Doolittle, December 2011.

“Respite—just getting a break for one night to be with a spouse or other children and then getting a good night’s
sleep—is critical to keeping the parents of children with special needs going strong. One family recently told our
staff at Jill’s House, a faith-based, full-service, overnight respite center that celebrates children with intellectual
disabilities, that the respite they receive helps them to keep going. Jill’s House gives them the chance to get the rest
they need so they don’t have to institutionalize their son, i.e., place him in a hospital or long-term care facility.
Another parent told us, ‘We wouldn’t have made it last year without Jill’s House.’”
—Cameron Doolittle, The Christian Post
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Local Media Introduces Jill’s House
to the Community
Jill’s House received local media support during its first year of operations, raising awareness for potential families
we serve and attracting hundreds of volunteers and donors.

2011 Local Media Highlights
• Fairfax Woman:
Women on the Jill’s House board of directors and staff leadership team were pictured on the front cover,
accompanied by an article explaining the history and mission of Jill’s House to the community, March/
April, 2011.
• Comstock Connection (newsletter for Barbara Comstock, Virginia State Delegate):
Barbara Comstock congratulated Jill’s House on a successful first year and encouraged community members
to get involved with our mission, October 2011.

Keeping in Touch with Jill’s House

Supporters of all kinds stayed in touch with Jill’s House in various ways in 2011:
• Monthly Newsletters:
Jill’s House shared recent news, a family’s story, a volunteer profile and areas of need with 6,160 monthly
electronic newsletter subscribers.
• Prayer Warriors:
More than 800 prayer supporters received prayer requests and praises from Jill’s House.
• Facebook:
Facebook.com/jillshouse: Nearly 2,500 fans from all over the world shared comments and “likes” on Jill’s
House status updates, photos and links.
• Twitter:
@jillshouse: Launched in late 2011, Jill’s House’s Twitter account added more than 300 followers who
receive updates on the activities, news and needs of Jill’s House.
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Looking Ahead to 2012
In the coming weeks and months, we continue to “take refuge” in God’s provision and trust Him to use us to bring
the transformative gift of respite to more families. Specifically, we look to Him to help us:
Deepen our relationships with families we serve. In 2012, the Jill’s House team is committed to investing in
getting to know the hundreds of families we serve. Our prayer is that interaction will help us provide better
service to them and will allow us to bring connection and community to these families, many of whom are lonely
and isolated.
Grow the Weeknight Respite program. With Jill’s House already full on weekends, the biggest growth opportunity
is on weeknights. The Weeknight Respite program provides a steady rhythm of respite to families who know they
have a night a week when they can pause from being on high alert. By the end of 2012, we aim to have 60 children
staying overnight each week. These children will come directly from school as we continue to pursue cost-effective
transportation options.
Increase revenue to increase impact. With hundreds of families still waiting for respite, we pray that we can increase
donation revenue in 2012, with particular emphasis on establishing relationships with foundations and corporations,
initiating a planned giving program, and launching an endowment to serve children for decades to come.
Evaluate expansion. The need for overnight respite is immense. Over the next year, we will explore ways we can
create programs that bring the gift of respite to more families.
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Board of Directors and Senior
Leadership of Jill’s House
Senior Leadership
Cameron Doolittle, President and CEO is responsible for the overall operations of Jill’s House, including

fundraising and building an outstanding customer experience. Prior to joining the Jill’s House team, Cameron
used his entrepreneurial skills to successfully launch two businesses serving finance and legal executives and
later led a management consulting firm’s operations turnaround. Cameron has been recently published on
Christian Post, FoxNews.com, Patheos.com, and interviewed on FamilyLife Today, Focus on the Family and The
Steve Harvey radio shows. He earned his J.D. and M.B.A. at the University of California, Berkeley, and his B.A. at
Stanford University. Cameron and his wife, Carolyn, have four young children.
As President and CEO, Cameron serves under the direction of the Jill’s House Board of Directors.

Board of Directors
Denny Harris, Chairman of the Board serves as the Executive Pastor of McLean Bible Church. Prior to
his current role, his career spanned more than 30 years of business management in which he served as an
operating officer with several transportation entities. Denny holds a Political Science degree from University
of California, Berkeley. He and his wife, Jan, have two grown daughters and 11 grandchildren.

Lon Solomon, Co-Founder of Jill’s House and father to Jill Solomon, serves as the Senior Pastor of McLean
Bible Church. Prior to becoming senior pastor, Lon taught Hebrew and Old Testament from Capital Bible Seminary.
He holds a B.S. in chemistry from University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, a Th.M. degree in Hebrew and Old
Testament at Capital Bible Seminary, an M.A. in Near Eastern Studies from John’s Hopkins University, and
a Doctorate of Divinity from Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary. Lon and his wife, Brenda, have four
children and three grandchildren.

Brenda Solomon, Co-Founder of Jill’s House and mother to Jill Solomon, serves as a Bible study leader,

speaker, pastor’s wife, grandmother and mother in the McLean community. After seeing the difference respite
care made in the life of her family, Brenda and Lon were inspired to found Jill’s House. Brenda holds a degree
in Christian Education from Washington Bible College.

Mark Gottlieb is the Founder and Chief Creative Officer of LogicMark, LLC., a personal emergency response
and alarm systems company. Mark started his first business in 1986 and is a prolific inventor with 25 patents
to his name. He holds Masters’ degrees in engineering from Stanford University. Mark and his wife, Sharon,
have four children.
Carmen Jones is the Founder and President of Solutions Marketing Group (SMG) in Northern Virginia, an
agency that develops disability marketing programs. She holds a degree in Marketing from Hampton University.
During her junior year of college, she was injured in an automobile accident, resulting in paraplegia. Carmen
and her husband, Carlton, have two children.
Bob Vagley recently retired from the American Insurance Association (AIA), after serving for 19 years as its
CEO and President. Prior to joining AIA, Bob was a partner in the Washington, DC, office of Preston, Gates and
Ellis and served as chief counsel to the Education and Labor Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives.
He is a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center and holds both his undergraduate and graduate
degrees in economics from Penn State University. Bob and his wife, Holly, have two grown daughters.
Anna Mergele is an attorney in the area of employment and personnel law. She is involved with several
philanthropic activities and holds a B.A. from Barnard College and a J.D. from the George Washington University
Law School. Anna and her husband, Carl, have one son.
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Revenues
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A Heartfelt Thank You
It is with deep appreciation that Jill’s House offers gratitude to every financial partner who has helped make this
dream a reality. We sincerely thank you!

A Salute to Jill’s House Capital Campaign Co-Chairs
Kenneth and Alice Starr
Bob and Holly Vagley
Jill’s House extends heartfelt gratitude to two very
special couples who made its construction possible.
Capital Campaign Co-Chairs, the Honorable Kenneth
and Alice Starr and Bob and Holly Vagley. Their
valiant efforts raised the necessary funding required
to build Jill’s House and simultaneously engaged
others to support this monumental effort. Together,
their tireless commitment through countless
conversations, fundraising events, personal
generosity, and hard work brought the dream of
Jill’s House to fruition. Without the Starrs and
Vagleys, Jill’s House could not have happened.
Jill’s House is forever indebted to them for their
generosity and passion to serve the children and
families of Jill’s House.

Holly and Bob Vagley during the
Dance to Benefit Jill’s House.

Ken and Alice Starr (right) stand with
Brenda, Lon and Jill Solomon at the
grand opening of Jill’s House.

Transformational Gifts that Built Jill’s House

Because of two families’ combined sacrificial gifts of $6 million, Jill’s House was
constructed and is now open today. Wayne and Catherine Reynolds and their daughter
Megan generously donated $2.5 million to Jill’s House. To honor their kindness, Jill’s
House created “Cathy’s Camp” at Wilderness Mountain.
The second family wishes to remain anonymous.
We are humbled by these families and their desire to serve children with special needs
and thank God for their allowing Him to use them in this transformational way.

Catherine Reynolds, featured in the
January 2012 issue of Washingtonian
Magazine, stands by Cathy’s Camp,
the living area named in her honor.
Photograph by Jeff Elkins.
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Thank You to Our 2011 Donors
We are grateful for the generosity of more than 2,500 donors who gave the gift of Jill’s House to the courageous
families and inspiring children we served in 2011. Without them, children would not experience the joy of making
new friends and being accepted for who they are, and their parents would not experience much-needed rest
and renewal. We deeply appreciate all of your support and extend a special thank you to these families for their
transformational gifts.

William and Kimberly Alms
Adam and Adella Brown
Bob and Susie Buck
Dan and Alison Bukowski
John and Esther Chong
Priscilla and Dalton Drake
Kristina Eklund
Deborah Fell
Rui and Karen Garcia
Dave and Eileen Helmer
Doug and Livi Henderson
Jeremy and Renae Hilton
Mark and Jayne Howell
Dave and Amy Hunt
Robert and Joyce Johnson
Eric and Debbie Johnson
Jeong and Cindy Kim
Mark and Lyn McFadden
Jack and Lauren Mencia
Carl and Anna Mergele
Dan and Laura Murphy
Bill and Denise Oorbeek
Don and Rita Powell
Clif and Carolyn Saylor
Dustin Schneider
Steven and Theresa Spencer
Ken and Alice Starr
Bradford and Martha Taishoff
Michael and Andrea Therrien
Bob and Holly Vagley
Jackie Wolcott
Jim and Joy Zorn
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Thank You to Our 2011 Corporate
and Foundation Partners
We are honored to have the support and encouragement from many corporations and foundations whose
generous gifts transformed the lives hundreds of families and children in 2011. We are grateful for their support
and extend a special thank you to these corporations and foundations for their transformational gifts.
ACE American Insurance Co.
AES
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Air Cleaning Technologies, Inc.
Alpha Omega Group, Inc.
Altus Associates, LLC
Amerigroup Corporation
Amstutz Charitable Lead Annuity Trust
Apprio, Inc.
Architecture, Inc.
Art Bronsord & Assoc. Physical Therapy, LLC
ASM Research, Inc.
Azure, LLC
Bank of America United Way Campaign
Bankers Realty
Bellino Incorporated
Bender Consulting Services, Inc.
Billy Casper Golf
Bremer Family Winery
Capella Collection, LLC
Cardinal Bank
CareFirst - BlueCross BlueShield
Cascades Pet Sitting
Cerebral Solutions, Inc.
Charity Giving Card Fund
Cheerway Care, Inc.
Chevron Humankind Matching Gift Program
Clark C.A.R.E.S. Foundation
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Clarus & Fidelis Consulting Corporation
Clean Sweep, Inc.
Coan Family Trust
Commercial Express HVAC, Inc.
Coram Deo Foundation, Inc.
Cordia Partners
Curry’s Holdings, LLC
Danya International, Inc.
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
Delmarva Veterinary Imagin, P.A.
Delta Dental of Virginia
DentMasters, Inc.
Dentsu McGarry Bowen, LLC
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Design and Construction Network, LLC
Dominion Business Solutions, Inc.
Doremus Financial Group, Inc.
Drywall Specialties, Inc.
Eagle Ridge Middle School
ECHO Fund
Executive Mosaic, LLC
ExxonMobil Corporation
Fairfax County Office of Public Private Partnerships
Family Painting, Inc.
Financial Investments, Inc.
First Clearing, LLC
Francis O. Day Company, Inc.
Freddie Mac Foundation Matching Gift Program
Gannett Foundation
Geico Philanthropic Foundation
General Dynamics
Glenn and Jean Verrill Foundation
Combined Federal Campaign
Grace Community Church Ministries
Greater Horizons
H.W. Longfellow Middle School
Hagerstown Bible Church
Harris N.A. - Community Affairs Office
Harris SBSB, Inc.
Hartford Fire Insurance Company
IBM Employee Services Center
Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of America, Inc.
Individual Health Solutions, LLC
Inscope International, Inc.
International Monetary Fund
IYS Corporation, DBA Ringing in Hope
J & S Plumbing
J.B. Shotwell & Son
JK Group
Jones Day
Jordan Fund
Just Give
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States
Kastle Insulation Inc.
Kelcor, LLC
Kessler Soils Engineering Products, Inc. (KSE)

Kidtime Daycare, Inc.
Kiwanis Club of Tysons Corner/McLean
Korzeniewski Family Foundation
Leros Technologies Corporation
Mass Mutual
McEwen Enterprises, Inc.
Memco, Inc.
Meyer Family Foundation
Michael Meyer & Associates
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Mid-Atlantic Construction of VA
Middle Atlantic Florist Association, Inc.
Mike Korin, Inc.
Milestone Communities Inc.
MOMS Club of Ashburn-Broadlands, VA
MorganFranklin Corporation
National Philanthropic Trust
Network for Good
New Century
Nga Leung Vera Law
Northern Virginia Rods & Classics Car Club
NorthWest Federal Credit Union
Nysmith School for the Gifted, Inc.
OMNIPLEX World Services Corporation
O’Shaughnessy-Hurst Memorial Foundation, Inc.
Paws4Hearts
Peterson Family Foundation
Phoenix Financial and Advisory Services, LLC
Pohanka Lexus
Prince William Cruisers, Inc.
Pro-line Embroidery, LLC
Quest Fine Jewelers, Inc.
R&C Home Restoration LLC
Rainier Investment Management, Inc.
Razoo Foundation
Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation, Inc.
Residuary TR UM Robert F. Sowers
Saint Luke Catholic School
Schakolad Chocolate Factory
Scitor Corporation
ServiceSource
SHABACH Ministries, Inc.
SMI Foundation, Inc.
Solutions Marketing Group
St. Stephens United Methodist Women
Sterling Glass, Inc.
Stone’s Cove Kitbar of Herndon, LLC
Stuff Consignments, LLC
Sugarloaf Embroidery, Inc.
Surgical Specialists
The Business Bank
Byrnes Family Foundation
Philip L. Graham Fund

QED Group, LLC
SunDial Foundation, Inc.
The JCM Foundation
The Very Thing
Three Swallows Foundation
Tolleson Wealth Management
Total Auto Parts Newington, Inc.
Toth Financial Advisory Corporation
Truist Comprehensive Distribution
Unanet Technologies
Unicorn Marketing Group, LLC
United Methodist Woman Dulin United Methodist Church
United Way
United Way of Central & Northeastern Connecticut
United Way of Great Los Angeles
United Way of the National Capital Area
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program
Verizon
Vie de France Yamazaki, Inc.
Virginia Dep. of Corrections Academy
Virginia Eyecare Center
Wells Fargo Insurance Services
Wheat’s Landscape
Wiegand Morning Star Foundation, Inc.
Wilhelm Family Fund
World Bank Community Connections Fund
Xenith Bank
Young Scholars Circle, LLC
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Jill’s House is a Christian non-profit organization
dedicated to providing support for families with
children who have special needs through short-term
overnight care and activities allowing respite for
their families.
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