
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND ADVENTURE SEATTLE LAUNCH 

"At Jill's House I am learning to be a better listener. I have much to 

learn from the faithful, big hearted, tender people that serve so sweetly 

at Jill's House. There is such joy of spirit and selflessness throughout the 

organization, that I don't think it is possible to work there and not be 

better for it." 

                                                                            - Jill's House Volunteer 

Our long awaited Weekend Adventure site in Seattle, WA opens this month! Our first 

campers will arrive at Miracle Ranch Camp on Friday, April 28th for a weekend of adventure 

and fun! We already expect 7 campers and we are eager to serve them and their families. We 

look forward to bringing Jill's House to Seattle and hope to be a blessing to that community. 

If you live in the Seattle area and would like to get involved by volunteering as a buddy for a 

child with an intellectual disability, please reach out to Gary Filson 

at gary.filson@JillsHouse.org. 

"Like" or "Follow" us! 

http://www.jillshouse.org
https://cristacamps.com/about/miracle-ranch/
mailto:gary.filson@jillshouse.org
https://twitter.com/Jills_house
https://www.instagram.com/jills_house/
https://www.facebook.com/jillshouse


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cardinal Care Club is a group of 1st-5th grade students at Seldens Landing 

Elementary School in Lansdowne, VA who meet after school to find ways to serve their 

community. Just recently they hosted a Snowball Dance and donated all the ticket 

proceeds to Jill's House. As they worked to support Jill's House financially, they spent 

time thinking about how to support people with different abilities through understanding 

and empathy as well. As they proudly presented their donation to Jill's House, we got to 

see how passionate they were about serving our friends here at Jill's House and others 

with special needs in their community. 

Kayla is a regular guest at Jill's House. Her 

mom, Cheri, told us that Kayla's time at Jill's 

House is, "a time for her to find independence 

and to make friends. She always has a blast." 

Because Kayla has limited communication 

abilities, Cheri often wonders what Kayla thinks 

and feels about her time away from home. 

"That's why it's so comforting to know that the 

staff are always present and engaged with 

Kayla while she's at Jill's House. I know, to them, 

it's not just a job." Cheri always loves hearing 

from others who stay at Jill's House about how 

much fun they have. In the words of Cheri, 

"there is nothing better than the 

recommendation of the kids." 

LITTLE ONES MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT: KAYLA 

Continued on next page 

A big thanks to our new friends in the Cardinal Care Club. Keep up the great work! 

Kayla is a happy and energetic young lady who loves essential oils and spending 
time in the sensory rooms at Jill's House. She is also a speed skater and won a silver 

medal in the Special Olympics! She is truly a joy to all she meets.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so glad to provide respite to Kayla and her family and we hope they 

continue to find fun and rest here at Jill's House! 

THANK YOU, DENNY! 

After 15 years of service on the Jill's House Board of Directors, many of those as 

Chairman, Denny Harris has decided to pass the baton to the next generation. He 

and his wife, Jane, have sacrificially given of their time, talents, and resources so 

that families raising children with intellectual disabilities may have rest and 

renewal. Denny's spiritual leadership of the board has been crucial as he has 

remained faithful to God's plan for Jill's House and wisely navigated the challenges 

of a rapidly growing non-profit. 

Our President and CEO, Joel Dillon, said about Denny's impact, "Denny would 

almost assuredly disagree with me, but he is on the short list of people, without 

whom Jill's House would never have come into existence-let alone be in a position to 

flourish for many years to come. God used Denny in tremendous ways to love and 

serve our families, their children, the staff, volunteers, the Board, donors, and me. 

He was so faithful to God and to Jill's House. It is a loss for us to see him roll off our 

Board, but I know he will always remain connected and committed to the mission, 

work, and people of Jill's House. I praise God for that!" 

Robert Stuckey, our current Chairman of the Board, poignantly commented, "During 

Denny's leadership, Jill's House blossomed from an inspiration to a reality. Denny's 

sustained leadership of Jill's House provides a wonderful example of loving others 

with truth and action. Indeed, Denny's actions were foundational towards 

establishing the platform of Jill's House which now earnestly seeks to provide truth 

and rest in a special way for many." 

In honor of Denny's faithful service, the Harris Fund has been created to specifically 

help those families that come to Jill's House in greater financial need. For more 

information on the Harris Fund please contact Kayla Slagter 

at kayla.slagter@jillshouse.org. 

mailto:kayla.slagter@jillshouse.org


Kendra Scott is hosting an event this 

Sunday to benefit Jill's House. They will 

be serving sips and sweets as people 

shop and a portion of all proceeds will go 

to the mission of Jill's House. This is a 

great opportunity to find beautiful gifts 

for upcoming graduations or for Mother's 

Day while giving back to a good cause! 

The event is Sunday, April 23rd at the Reston Town Center location (11924 Market 

Street) from 2-5pm. 

 

A Celebration of Special Children, a black tie 

benefit for Jill's House, brings together more than 

five hundred guests for a special night to honor the 

courageous families and inspiring children Jill's 

house serves. 

 

To reserve your sponsorship and table today, 

visit jillshouse.org/events. 

 

The Ride for Jill's House is a motorcycle ride along a scenic 

75-mile drive through Virginia with hundreds of riders. 

When you ride or support a rider, you help raise funds to 

keep families together. 

The ride is Saturday, June 17th, 2017 from 8:30am - 2:00pm. 

To register or to learn more, visit jillshouseride.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "Like" or "Follow" us! 

RIDE FOR JILL’S HOUSE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

KENDRA SCOTT GIVES BACK EVENT 

CELEBRATION OF SPECIAL CHILDREN GALA 

http://www.kendrascott.com/
http://jillshouse.org/events
http://jillshouseride.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jillshouse
https://twitter.com/Jills_house
https://www.instagram.com/jills_house/
http://jillshouse.org/events/

