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May 4, 2017 

Robert M. Johnson 

Founder and President, The Johnson Group 

Executive Producer, 2017 Jill’s House Gala 

Chair, Gala Host Committee

Joyce A. Johnson 

Co-Chair, Gala Host Committee

Welcome to this year’s Celebration of Special Children gala. We are 

delighted and grateful to have you here as we celebrate and honor the loving 

families and inspiring children Jill’s House serves.

It has been our distinct privilege for the last several years to support Jill’s 

House through the gala and help them in their work providing respite. Now 

that word “respite” isn’t one we often use, but as we’ve spent more and more 

time around Jill’s House, we’ve come to realize just how much an extended 

time to rest means to these families. Tonight, you will hear from a couple of 

Jill’s House parents, and we hope you will be as inspired as we have been by 

the impact your support can and does have on their families.

Looking beyond even the impact respite has on families, what we have 

grown to truly cherish is seeing how meaningful this ministry is for the 

children. We don’t call this gala a “celebration” by accident. Jill’s House was 

purposefully designed to celebrate these kids from the moment they enter 

through the doors. It is a place where they are loved and cared for, and a 

place for them to flourish. It is a place that provides support and connection 

for the entire family to face life’s challenges with renewed strength and hope.

Jill’s House is meeting a need in our community in a way no one else has 

ever done on this scale, and we hope you will be as inspired as we are to 

join them in that work. Thank you for coming tonight and so generously 

supporting the wonderful children and families of Jill’s House!

With heartfelt gratitude,

Thank You, 

Jill’s House,

for

Changing Hundreds 

of  Families’ Lives!

“’FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU,’ 

DECLARES THE LORD...’PLANS TO PROSPER YOU 

AND PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE AND A FUTURE.’”  

Jeremiah 29:11

Your future years are in His hands.

Robert M. Johnson

The Johnson Group

Creative Media Producers

McLean,Virginia

thejgroup.com

TO OUR HONORED GUESTS,
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SCHEDULE OF EVENING

PRELUDE 
Enjoy the musical talent of the Worship Orchestra of Washington  
under the direction of Ben Roundtree. 

WELCOME TO THE 2017 CELEBRATION  
OF SPECIAL CHILDREN 
Mrs. Shannon Bream
Mr. Chris Stirewalt

WORDS OF GRATITUDE 
Mr. Joel A. Dillon, President and CEO, Jill’s House

INVOCATION 
Reverend Scott Ramsey, Lewinsville Presbyterian Church 

DINNER SERVED

INTRODUCTION OF THE SHILLINGS:  
A JILL’S HOUSE FAMILY 
Mrs. Brenda K. Solomon, Co-Founder, Jill’s House and most importantly,  
Jill’s mom 

THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT 
Russell and Elaine Shilling, Parents of Stuart and Eli

VIDEO PRESENTATION 

THE IMPACT OF JILL’S HOUSE 
Bob and Joyce Johnson, Jill’s House Gala Chairs
Shannon Bream

DESSERT SERVED

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE 
Kaitlyn Maher

FEATURED PERFORMANCE 
Denyce Graves accompanied by Lee Musiker
 
THANK YOU & CLOSING REMARKS 
Shannon Bream
Chris Stirewalt

Wishing the families of Jill’s House 
much-deserved rest for all they do.  

You inspire us. 

David and Amy Hunt
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May 4, 2017

TONIGHT’S MENU

FIRST COURSE 

Please enjoy your first course as soon as you are seated.

Baby Greens, Dried Cherries, Crispy Goat Cheese,  

Shallot Vinaigrette

Park House Rolls, Sweet Butter

ENTRÉE

Grilled Filet, Red Wine Jus Paired with Scallops, Beurre Blanc 

Accompanied by Dauphinoise Potatoes, Green Bean and 

Carrot Bundle, Vegetable Terrine

DESSERT

Molten Chocolate Cake, Sea Salt Caramel Ice Cream

Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee and Teas

Joel A. Dillon 

President & CEO 

Jill’s House

Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate the incredible kids and families we are 

privileged to serve! This evening, you’ll get to know Jill’s House a bit better, hear some 

wonderful performances, and—most importantly—hear directly from families who have found 

rest, renewal, and relationships through Jill’s House.

A narrative we too often hear from our families revolves around the feeling of isolation. For 

some, it’s due to extraordinarily busy schedules, centered on the 24/7 need for quality care. 

For others, it’s the result of the increased stress that accompanies taking the whole family 

out for a simple meal at a restaurant. And others have a hard time finding a community with 

the patience to know and understand their unique challenges. It is our hope that by faithfully 

walking alongside these families, we can help break their feeling of isolation and invite them 

into a loving community.

We chose the theme of together to remind us of the importance of walking in solidarity with 

one another. It is a community of thousands of people that makes rest and renewal a reality for 

our families. On the night we opened in 2010, we served 6 families at our Virginia location. 

Now, a mere 6.5 years later, we serve over 740 families in 8 states, and we’ve provided 671,628 

hours (that’s 77 years!) of respite to them! We’ve tweaked our formula a bit here and there, 

integrated new ideas, and added fresh faces to the staff, but overall we remain much the same 

organization we’ve been since the beginning. However, it is the growth and enthusiasm of our 

community that has truly enabled us to continue serving more families in more places than 

any of us could have anticipated. 

On behalf of the kids, parents, and staff of Jill’s House, let me extend our deepest gratitude 

for coming alongside our families and for celebrating their precious children. I cannot thank 

you enough for being a part of our community, and I look forward to seeing what we can do 

together to make rest, renewal, and relationships a reality for many more families in the years 

to come.

With Gratitude,

FRIENDS,
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Anonymous 
Dave and Amy Hunt

Bob and Joyce Johnson

Signature Sponsors

Mission Sponsors

Randy and Cheryl Byrnes

Table Hosts

Patrons of Jill’s House

Benefactor Sponsors

Gary and Daphne Rappaport

Friends of Jill’s House

Visionary Sponsors
John and Lee Ann Brownlee

Cork and Carole Colburn

Mark and Sharon Gottlieb

Holland & Night LLP

Meadowkirk

Bob and Suzy Pence

Wayne and Catherine 
Reynolds

Aronson LLC 

John and Deborah Anderson 

Allan and Lillian Jorgenson 

Mary Lou Kniss

The Maids

Drayton McLane 

NOVA Foot and Ankle:  
Dr. Stanley Idiculla and  

Dr. Ami Parikh 
Stephen and Lisa Fox 
Wayne and Kaz Fujito

Ryan and Jessika Sandel 
Ken and Linda Thornton

David Venlet

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Jill’s House is a full-service, overnight respite center that 

provides families of children with intellectual disabilities 

with time to rest, while caring for their children in a safe, fun 

environment, tailored to their interests and abilities. This 

42,000-square foot resort for children (ages 6-17) is located in 

the Washington D.C. metropolitan area, and is open to families 

of all faiths and backgrounds. Additionally, Jill’s House serves 

families in Los Angeles, Austin, Indianapolis, Seattle, and 

Phoenix through local partnerships, with plans for new locations 

in the coming years. Since 2010, Jill’s House has provided over 650,000 hours of respite care 

to over 740 families. Receiving no direct state or federal funding, Jill’s House was created and 

is sustained through contributions from individuals and organizational partnerships. 

MEET JILL

 Jill’s House is named after a very special young 

lady, Jill Solomon. Jill was born strong and 

healthy to her parents, Lon and Brenda, in 1992. 

At three months old, she started having multiple 

seizures every day. She was diagnosed with Dravet 

syndrome—a rare seizure disorder that led to 

severe brain injury.

Now 25, Jill will always require 24/7 supervision. 

She is non-verbal and needs help with every 

aspect of her care. Of course, Jill’s limitations do 

not keep her from expressing herself and enjoying 

life! Jill’s smile lights up the room. She enjoys 

sorting mail and doing puzzles. Her favorite foods are tuna salad subs, guacamole, and 

mom’s breakfast casserole. Jill loves her bedtime routine when her dad prays with her and 

tucks her into bed with her favorite blanket. 

When Jill was a baby and struggling with frequent life-threatening seizures, Jill’s family 

was introduced to the concept of respite. It changed their lives, giving them time to focus on 

their marriage, their children, and themselves. This planted a vital seed in the hearts of the 

Solomons, as they wanted families like theirs to know the gift of rest. It was Brenda’s prayer 

that God would use Jill’s life in a mighty way. Jill’s House is an answer to her prayer.

JILL’S HOUSE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Stuckey, Chairman

Brenda Solomon, Co-Founder

Robert Buck

Cameron Doolittle

Mark Gottlieb

Carmen Jones

Ron McKenzie

THE IMPACT OF JILL’S HOUSE

• An estimated 40,000+ children with special needs live in the greater 

Washington, D.C. area. 

• About 50% of the children we serve have autism spectrum disorder (ASD); 20% 

have Down syndrome; 10% have a chromosomal disorder or genetic abnormality; 

and the remaining 20% have a wide array of diagnoses, from cerebral palsy to 

brain injury.

• On average, Jill’s House serves 210 children every month.

• Every 24 hours a new family registers their child to stay at Jill’s House!

• Families who receive a full weekend of respite report a 73% reduction in stress.

ABOUT JILL’S HOUSE
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SHANNON BREAM

Shannon Bream is Chief Legal Correspondent for Fox News, and 

also anchors political and current events coverage for the channel. 

A Florida native, she graduated magna cum laude from Liberty 

University and with High Honors from Florida State University 

College of Law. She and her husband, Sheldon, have been honored 

to support Jill’s House from its inception. 

CHRIS STIREWALT

Chris Stirewalt joined Fox News Channel (FNC) in July of 2010 

and serves as politics editor based in Washington, D.C.

Stirewalt authors the daily Fox News Halftime Report political news 

note and co-hosts the hit podcast, Perino & Stirewalt: I’ll Tell You 

What. He is also the host of Power Play, a feature video series on 

FoxNews.com. Additionally, Stirewalt makes frequent appearances 

on network programs, including America’s Newsroom, Special Report with Bret Baier and 

Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace. He also provides expert political analysis for FNC’s 

coverage of state, congressional and presidential elections. 

REVEREND SCOTT RAMSEY 

Rev. Scott Ramsey is the Interim Pastor at Lewinsville Presbyterian 

Church in McLean, Va. Prior to his time at Lewinsville, Scott was 

the pastor at Germonds Presbyterian Church in New City, NY. 

Scott served in the National Capital Presbytery from 1998-2006 at 

First Presbyterian Church of Arlington, first as Interim Director of 

Program Ministries and then as Associate Pastor from 1999-2006.  

As an undergraduate he attended Princeton University and received his Masters of Divinity 

degree in 1998 from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia where he is 

currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree in Christian Spirituality. 

DENYCE GRAVES 

Washington D.C. native Denyce Graves is recognized worldwide 

as one of today’s most exciting vocal stars. The combination of 

her expressive, rich vocalism, elegant stage presence, and exciting 

theatrical abilities never fails to delight audiences all over the world 

over. She has not only sung all of the USA but also in great opera 

houses and concert halls all over the world such as North America, 

Europe and Asia. 

In 2001 Ms. Graves gave a series of appearances in response to the tragic events in New 

York City, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, Pennsylvania on September 11, 2001. Invited 

by President Bush, Ms. Graves participated in the National Prayer Service in Washington’s 

National Cathedral in which she sang “America, the Beautiful” and “The Lord’s Prayer,” 

which was televised worldwide and followed by Ms. Graves’s appearance on The Oprah 

Winfrey Show.

For nearly two decades, Ms. Graves has been one of the music world’s most sought-after 

recitalists combining her expressive vocalism and exceptional gifts for communication 

with her dynamic stage presence. During the 2016-2017 season, Ms. Graves makes her 

role debut as Erda in Wagner’s Das Rheingold with Minnesota Opera under the baton 

of Michael Christie, returns to Washington National Opera for her acclaimed portrayal 

of Emelda Griffith in Champion, appears in Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin as Filipyevna 

with Florida Grand Opera, and takes part in the world premiere of Daniel Sonenberg’s 

The Summer King, an opera based on the life of baseball legend Josh Gibson, with the 

Pittsburgh Opera. She will appear with the Minnesota Orchestra as Herodias in Strauss’ 

Salome and sing gala performances at the Palm Beach’s Kravis Center, Miami’s Arsht 

Center and Wolf Trap Opera. This season, she sang the National Anthem for the New 

York Rangers at Madison Square Garden, and has been chosen by Leontyne Price to sing 

for the legendary soprano’s induction into the Lincoln Center Hall of Fame. Upcoming 

engagements include returns to Washington National Opera for Candide, Minnesota  

Opera, Palm Beach Opera and the Metropolitan Opera.

In addition her many accomplishments, Ms. Graves has received honorary doctorates 

from Oberlin College, the College of St. Mary, and Centre College. Her dedication to singers 

of the next generation continues to be a defining part of her career and she recently joined 

the voice faculty of the Peabody Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, where she maintains  

a thriving vocal studio. 

MEET OUR SPECIAL GUESTS
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BRENDA SOLOMON

Brenda Solomon, Co-Founder of Jill’s House and mother to Jill 

Solomon, serves as a Bible study leader, speaker, pastor’s wife, 

grandmother and mother in the McLean community. After 

seeing the difference respite care made in the life of her family, 

Brenda and Lon were inspired to found Jill’s House. Brenda holds 

a degree in Christian Education from Washington Bible College.

KAITLYN MAHER

Based in Ashburn, VA, Kaitlyn Maher has been singing since she 

can remember. When she was only four years old, she shared her 

infectious personality and crystal clear voice with America as 

she became the youngest ever Top 10 Finalist on NBC’s hit show, 

America’s Got Talent. Since then she has continued to capture 

hearts through her performances at the nationally televised 

Lighting of the National Christmas Tree, National Cherry Blossom 

Festival, Washington Nationals Major League Baseball game and various gospel and other 

international singing tours.

 Kaitlyn has continued to draw and captivate audiences through her Disney debut in the 

movie Santa Buddies as well as the Search for Santa Paws, Treasure Buddies and Santa Paws 

2: The Santa Pups. She has starred on TV shows including Fox TV’s The Goodwin Games, 

appeared in People magazine, and was a featured performer on The Hollywood Christmas 

Parade, Entertainment Tonight and the Today Show. Excited about the opportunity to make 

people happy, Kaitlyn serves as a Child Ambassador to Compassion International, traveling 

to El Salvador to take supplies and sing with the children she meets. She may be young, but 

Kaitlyn proves that you are never too young to make a difference!

RUSSELL AND ELAINE SHILLING 

Russell & Elaine Shilling were married in 1998 in the 

chapel at the U.S. Air Force Academy. At the time, they 

were both teaching in the Department of Behavioral 

Sciences and Leadership where Elaine was a civilian 

professor and Russell was a Navy exchange officer. 

They have two amazing sons Eli and Stuart, ages 15 & 17,  

both diagnosed with autism. Eli has osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bone disease), and is 

intellectually disabled. Despite their challenges, both have flourished with the help of Jill’s House 

and their amazing and infinitely patient staff! Stuart has gone from being placed in completely 

separate Autism classrooms in elementary school to being mainstreamed in high school and is 

hopefully headed for college. Eli attends the Kilmer Center, which is a small specialized school 

within FCPS, where he receives the behavioral support and individualized attention he requires. 

Although Elaine obtained her Ph.D. in counseling psychology at the Ohio State University, 

family circumstances have forced her to put her career on hold to care for the children. Inspired 

by his kids, Russell, also a psychologist, retired from active duty in 2014 after creating programs 

for military children with Sesame Street, served at the U.S. Dept of Education in the Obama 

administration, and is now working with major philanthropic organizations to improve education 

opportunities for all students.

ORCHESTRA

The Worship Orchestra of Washington is made up of 

professional musicians playing music to glorify God and 

benefit Christian ministries. The orchestra plays with a 

beautifully blended sound and with a spiritual unity that 

flows from the many who are followers of Jesus Christ. Its 

members play in military bands, professional orchestras, 

and churches in and around Washington, DC.

 Founder and Artistic Director Ben Roundtree has contracted or conducted orchestral events 

with artists Michael W. Smith, Amy Grant, Keith & Kristyn Getty, Martina McBride, Lexi Walker, 

Steve Green, Larnelle Harris, Jaci Velasquez, Nic Gonzales, Wayne Watson, and David Hamilton 

in the Kennedy Center and in churches around Washington, DC. Ben is also a composer, 

arranger, brass and handbell musician, and self-publisher of sacred and classical music at 

RoundtreeMusic.com.

MEET OUR SPECIAL GUESTS (CONTINUED)
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GET INVOLVED 

It has been through the generous support of the community that over 740 families have received 

respite at Jill’s House. Whether through the investment of your time, talent, or treasure, your 

involvement at Jill’s House brings rest to the weary and hope to the anxious. Here are a few 

simple ways that you can help change the face of disability ministry in America:

GENERAL DONATIONS

Your gift empowers the children who stay at Jill’s House and strengthens their families 

through the provision of overnight respite care. In addition to providing parents the peace  

of mind knowing their kids are in a safe environment, surrounded by highly-trained staff  

and nurses, your financial support enables kids to participate in activities tailored just to  

them. In this way, you are giving children opportunities they cannot get anywhere else.  

Visit jillshouse.org/donate to give online

VOLUNTEER

As a volunteer, we want to position you in a way that maximizes your gifts, so that you always 

feel comfortable and effective in your service. Some volunteers serve directly with our children 

by assisting with activities such as crafts or swimming in the pool. Many of our volunteers 

help with operational support—including food preparation, planning activities, or assisting 

with general maintenance. Others help through administrative tasks, special fundraising 

events, or advocacy in our community. Regardless of the specific role, your time makes  

it possible for children to be celebrated throughout the year at Jill’s house. Visit  

jillshouse.org/volunteer for more information or to register today.

THIRD PARTY EVENTS

Hosting a third party event helps to raise funds and spread the mission of Jill’s House 

throughout your community! Third party possibilities are endless. Host a dinner party at your 

home with friends, family and colleagues. Tackle a challenge event by creating a team for 

a marathon, 5K, or mud-run. Start a personal campaign and dedicate events like a birthday, 

wedding, memorial or anniversary to Jill’s House. Third party events allow you to directly 

impact your community. For more information email katherine.allison@jillshouse.org.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS AND MATCHING GIFTS

Partner with Jill’s House on a yearly basis through corporate sponsorships. As a corporate 

sponsor, your company will have the unique opportunity to make a meaningful impact on your 

community. Sponsorship will allow you to increase business development opportunities, engage 

your employees in volunteer opportunities as well as team-building experiences that increase 

visibility within your community. And don’t forget to find out if your company matches gifts! It’s 

one of the easiest ways to expand the impact of your generosity while providing the necessary 

support to transform the lives of families raising children with special needs at Jill’s House. For 

more information email danielle.whitty@jillshouse.org.

AOG Wealth Management enjoying a day of team-building at the Links for 

Little Ones Golf Tournament.



“ I cannot explain how much it 
means to me that there is a place, 
unlike any other on earth, where 
I am comfortable having my son 
spend the night knowing that he 
is safe and happy. It is incredible 
and I feel so blessed that Jill’s 
House is a part of our lives.”

“ Every night when we say 
prayers and list what 
we’re thankful for, our 
son says, “Jill’s House!” 
Thank you for being so 
important to our son.”



“ We celebrate all God’s special children and honor the many 
dedicated volunteers at Jill’s House that selflessly give their 
time and love to so many families.”  — Randy and Cheryl Byrness.

“ When I told my son he was 
going to Jill’s House, his face 
lit up like a Christmas tree. 
For the first time in months 
he was happy! God bless!”

“ The sense of warmth and calm 
that I feel when we walk through 
the doors is so wonderful that 
sometimes I sit in front of the 
fire for a little while longer just 
to feel safe. We love everything 
about Jill’s House.” 
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Thank you to the Shilling Family for sharing their powerful story of 

raising their two sons with special needs. Theirs is just one of hundreds 

of stories from families Jill’s House serves and, like the others, it shares 

the hope and restoration Jill’s House brings to these courageous families 

and their inspiring children. 

THANK YOU!

“ Thank you once again for an amazing weekend. It 
brings me to tears every time my son goes to Jill’s 
House. He smiles all the way on the car ride there. 
And once he walks in, he yells, “BYE MOM!” and 
doesn’t look back. For parents who lead hectic lives 
full of doctor appointments, therapy, diapers and 
g-tube feedings, a weekend to just take a DEEP 
BREATH is truly amazing. When he’s at Jill’s House 
I know my son is well taken care of; I can sleep in 
without feeling guilty or like I am neglecting some 
need. Thank you, bless you, thank you!!




